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English Version

"Camps resplendent with experiences in life, once left behind, are pitchers which keep
within them memories salted. | find it joyous to find them endowed with conception of the
past."

| couldn't help some reminiscences shared by a wordie from getting etched into and sticking
out in my mind and perceivably, not before long did | call the logophile.

"Tell me as to who you are in a word", | uttered, for which | got his reply abruptly.

"Someone who turned out to be a banker, after having learned and implemented the
techniques of production of by products of milk-a journey which spanned around 12 years.

"Where had you been in those times? "

"Born in southern part of the nation, to thereafter traverse to the North East and leap to
South East and then to the West to leave my pelmatogram in sands eventually. "

Quest for a talent this week found it's destination at our literary forum, the reason
being their contribution towards aestheticizing it to no confines to the fulfilment of our
curiosity, that too with reviews of as big in numbers as hundred books.

We spotted from among them, a banker who is a story writer and a satirist ; some one who
possesses scorching memories of his life as an expat.



Shri Abhilash Peethambaran
Bank of Baroda
Perinthalmanna

Abhilash was born to Shri D.Peethambaran and late S Ratnamma in Puthiyavila located in
Kayamkulam. His father retired from service in Paramilitary and is enjoying his retired life.
His elder sister Mrs Ambili is a housewife and his twin sister Asha is a teacher. His mother
was fond of epics and she instilled literary skills in him. After finishing his schooling from
Koperath HS School, Kayamkulam, he did his pre degree in 1996 at Bishop Moore College,
Mavelikkara.

After completing his studies at Mannuthy Veterinary College in Thrissur, he got B.Tech in
Dairy Technology at Kerala Agricultural University.He started pursuing his empirical journeys
in 2002 which spanned 12 years.He found contentment in associating with cooperative
societies which focussed on milk production.

Tenure of his graduation in Mannuthy witnessed strengthening of his literary skills. Inspired
by his seniors-Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Dr. Hamsa Pallekodan, Dr Jakin and Dr Nishanth, he
participated in Malayalam literary camps. Famed writers like D.Vinayachandran, Kunjunni
Master, Civic Chandran, K. E.N Kunjahammed, CS Chandrika and Sarah Joseph served as
linking pins which put his literary skills intact.

His stories "Mazhakkadukal, " Mughalvamsam " and " Ghemar " drew inspiration from the
impetus derived from participating in the camp. These stories have been featured in the
Veterinary College web magazine and his own blog.

In 2002, he went to Calcutta for dairy training. During the training period, books, soil of
Bengal and milk societies enlightened him.

Thereafter he lived in Tamilnadu while working for an Andhra based milk producing
company till 2005.Thenceforth he worked with Amul in Baroda till 2007.His most frequent
travels were to Mumbai during that stint.

The most noted of his stories during that period were "Mazhayil Oru Kakka" (Kalakaumudi
2006), Varayillatha lipiyil"* and "Koluthu".

He left Amul in 2007 and joined Kuwait Danish Dairy.

During his seven-years stint as an expatriate in Kuwait he witnessed lives reeling under
sufferings amidst the aroma of milk lingering around.

There were also a bunch of young friends out there who weren't bothered about the racial
and religious differences. That time passed without bidding adieu to books. The scorching
sands gave way to realization of the crux of Kakkanadan Literature.



He wrote banking tests to fulfil his dream of returning to his home town.He got selected as
an Agriculture Specialist Officer at Vijaya Bank through IBPS test and relocated to Mysore.

He travelled to Mysore, Hassan and Coorg regions for five years and met a large number of
farmers. " Pournami ", written in the context of the Ravandoor branch, tells the story of
tobacco farmers who grappled with unscrupulous moneylenders.

"If you talk to the local farmers you can learn any language quickly. They will never make fun
of bankers." Abhilash shared his love for them.

Abhilash has been working as manager of the Perinthalmanna branch of Bank of Baroda
after Vijaya bank got merged with Bank of Baroda.

Abhilash's satires in the bank trolls group are also well received. Abhilash is happy to
acknowledge that his love for books is exploring new heights through the Literary Forum.

His wife Anu Bharathan ,native of Chengannoor is a software engineer working at IBS in
Technopark. His six-year-old daughter Arundhathi, occasionally writes poems.Abhilash lives
alone in Perinthalmanna in this lock down period while his wife and daughter are in
Trivandrum.

He has been longing to bring to limelight, compilation of his stories and a book on the
memoirs he cherishes from the pages of his life as an expatriate.

Talented bankers wholeheartedly wishes Abhilash success at all turns of life.
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English version: Drisya Saseendran , Union Bank of India, Regional Office,
Thiruvananthapuram



